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SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC CHINESE LANGUAGE SCCIETY OPEN LETTER

In o statement issued ®; the Ministry of Home Affairs on the 6th Sept.
1976, it was alleged that the Singapore Polytechnic Chinese Language
Society (SPCLS) has been infiltrated by a Communist underground satellitve
organisation, and in the 'confession' appearing on T.V. the following day,
two former,“% the SPCLS mentioned something about the activities
of the SPCIB. What had been mentioned or said in the statement and the T.V.
interview about the SPCLS wzre far from being factual and were of utmost
misleading. As such, we would like to bring out the following:

(1 that the SPCLS 1s one of the registered student bodies in the Singapore
Polytechnic. For the past 10 years, through the Lerdwork and support of her
fellow members, she has made great achieements. her membership increases
many times, and her activities become moze diversilied. Cultural,
recreational and academic activities are among those that receive
overwhelming response from the student mass.
(2) In the period between ‘P71 to '74, we had successfully staged four
variety concerts, either at the National Theatre cr at the Victoria Theatre.
Anmong these, there was one that was staged to rsise fund for the Chung Hwa
Free Clinic, During this periocd, the flooding filthy and unhealthy culture
had plagued the morale of our youngsters. Why do these culture poisons
exist unchecked? Under the guidance of the Society's objective to promote
healthy cultural activities, we stepped forworé to organise these cultural
activities. The overwhelzaing support from the measbers and public encourage
us to advance along this course. The early scld-out of tickets and piles
of letters of comments ond encouragement ve received after the concerts
expressed one fact that what we are doing are absolutely meaningful anu we
have the -support of the public at large.
(3) The SPCLS has published a bi-monthly magazine 'The Modern Trend' in the
end of 1970, and had continued doing so for 6 successive issues. This year,
starting from March, we are publishing a new magazine 'Radiance'. Both of
these magazine ainr to promote cnalytical reading attitude for readers.
These publications are of special significance in view of the flooding
reading materials that advocate unhealthy cultur2 in the market, deteriorat-
ing the minds of our younger generation. 'Radiance' has its emphasis on
local student affairs, world current affairs and articles on the people
im m a1l walks of life., Th2 overwhelming support from the readers proves
that 'Raodiance' is a worthy magazine. The circulation of 'Radiance' for
instances, has reached a record of 10,000 copies per issue. Isn't this a
solid proof of what we have done and are doing are to the interest of the
ublic?
?4) SPCLS use to organise holiday camps during the Polytechnic Vacation.
In these camps, the participants are encouraged to cultivate the good
qualities of mutual understanding, to care for and help one another. The
activities also aim to create a sense of responsibility towards scciety,
to build up the spirit of collective living.These activities are also
helpful in providing a more lively and diversified Poly life. Aren't these
activities too are advocate by our Adminstration and our Einisters?
According to the statement of the Ministry, it seems to mean that the
slides we had screened, which revealed the life of the workers, were anti-
government. During the long vacations, our members had visited factories
and workers to find out for ourselves the plight of the workers. Our
findings were what we saw and heard. We Jjust cannot say otherwise or it
would mean distortion of facts. How does this so-called 'anti-government'
orise? Besides, the Soclety also encourages her members to help each other
in studies, members' welfare etc.

In short, in the course of her development, the Society receives no
expertise help whatsoever., We rely on our own effort, we rely on our own
determination to strive for the welfare of the members, to conbtribute
our bits to the well being of the people.

We were utmost shocked that the painstaking effoxrt of the students,
and the achievements through such effort are being venomously distorted.
We like to point out the following:

(1) In the 6th September statement of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Viong
Sang Hwee was said to be o former ex-co of the EPCLS. This is a blatant
lie. Wong was only a member of the Drama group of the Society and had left
the group since the middle of 1975. He had never been elected into the
ex-co of the Society nor was he ever the group leader of the drama group.



Tn feod,. €4kAEincs.he had Teft the group. he.hal cessed to be a zember of
e Sociely. The SHOLSSew-registered Society, submitting the lists of the
aanee of her-ex-Co.aembers 1o the Registrar ol Societiesd every year. The
Ingistrar of Societdes iz under the juriscictioun of the Ministry of Home
ArTaire. Tats very evidence thabv a trivisl fact was 2lse being distorted
leals us to be hizWiy suspicious of the germuiness of the statement. By
poireying shet Wong was wn official of the Society is to try to mislead the
rublic to believe trat SPCLE has long being ‘infiltretedt.

12) in the 7.V. interview, Wong revepied that.he 'directed' Chiz Yei Yei
(3t111 urder detentisn since 28/7/18) to try o zain cortral over the
Society's publiecatiin "Ti Zun®. However, foct regein o) faots. This
intermal circulstior. "¥i Zum" hss ceased publisetion sincs Junuery 1976.
This ssory offgainisg control® ig an oud and ous fabriration. Again, we
carnot witphold our doubis sbowt the "iruia® in the "confessionm®. Besides,
ihe publicetion of "Radisnce' is under the &irecy chaxmiz of the Publicakion
Sxeretory of the Sociedy. Lee Boon Zuat was only the ex-Publication.Secret
ary oné hed left Poiy after his grainetion. Io =py thet Lee has found his
wey to help. in the publicetizn is 2 groundless allegziion.

{3) In mis ‘'conizssions' that wes pyullished on 8th Zept., Wong 'revealed!
that he ned sucsssfully sbsorbed into or culiivaied ior the MNIXL a number
9f the Society's ectivesmembers. This is ggein totelly unconvincing. As
poirted out earlier. ever since he ieft the Sccietly, ¥ong hal never arpearel
aga‘n. Those named studente, whc are still left untoucned by the police,
had rever had eny cortact with Wong cince then. Thevefore, what are these
Teultivation', ‘absorpiion’? The ulbterior cosive of such 'neming' of active
menbers of the Society is obviously to isclate the Society in the Poly
technie; %o bar the students from further taking part in the Smciety's
activities, fhus hoping that the Society would collmpee by herself. This
appesred tc be o bettexr woy to dissolve the Soviety.

One point o toake note of is: the statement menvioned notaing ebout
Chei .Ching, the detained ex-chairman of SPCLE, and neny of those"named"
studants are still "umtouched! by the police. Does this imply -that another
even.oore viecious story is yet o ba heard? '

Proa the successive repression on stodent acrvivities and the series
of ©.V. confession in the pass, we are act at all surprised hy this current
confession. .In fact, ws envisage this ag only = 8tart in the series of
s2pressive measurss to be taken against Poly students. We are dezermined
i0 carry on what we are doing, Pecause we know that what we have cone are
neanimgful and correct and we will strive for grewmdar success.

e urge the authorities %o conduct open trials or else the devalnees
be relsased unconditionally. We cull upon all Just loving people to oS
cancerned over this motter smd nelp %o reveal the truth %o the othersill
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